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Low clouds are expected
this morning by the U, 8.
Weather Bureau but they
should be followed by most-
ly sunny skies with some
high cloudiness this after-
noon and ' little change in
temperature, with a high
near 78, \
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Orders
Protest

Cities on the fringe of Tor-
rance who insist on barricading
streets to Insure exclusiveness
were labeled foolish this week
by C: 1l Willys G, Blount,

40th Year—No. 68 PHONE FAirfax 8-4000 TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, AUG. 26, 1954

B 13

28 PAGES

whose motion to send off a cou-
ple of letters on the subject ra-
celved unanimous approval of
the Council.

The “iron ocurtain® routine fol-

lowed diligently by the City ef
Palos Verdes was brought up
again this week by Felix H,
McGinnis, attorney for the Bl
linwood Corp., who protested the
closing of five streets whiech
would conneot up with ilin-
wood development south of Pa.
cific Coast Hwy, Streets closed
last fall by Palos Verdes in-
cluded Via Colusa, Via Las Ve
gas, Via Ardilla, Via Cordelina,
and Via Miraleste, The clity
abandoned a portion of the
streets to preclude any Tor-
rance traffic from entering Pa-
los Verdes.,

Suit

On Open Pit Diatom Mine

Top soil and overburden are now being stripped from Great Lakes Carbon Corp.'s new Radar

Filed to Stop Mortuary
Statute

Cited In
Action

i
f

Hill diatomite deposit, it was reported yesterday by B, A, Harris, operations manager of the
Dicalite Division, where the diatomite will be processed after removal from its present site,
Original plans, were to start the operation sooner, but additional time was required for the
ry p and i i Harrls said.

An exploratory survey was
made of the deposit site of ap-
proximately 165 acres so that
" |operation of the borrow pit could
be planned in a way that
would not disturb the commun-
ity, the manager said. All op-
erations, he continued, will be
according to the conditions of
the permit, and actual opera-
tion will e limited to an area
of only six acres exposed at '
any one time,

Ingtallation of facilities and
equipment has been going on
quietly for some months and is
now complete, Harrls said,

Road' Surfaced

A private road leading to the
deposit site was graded and sur.
faced to prevent dust being rais-
ed by passing vehicles. On this
road, next to the building stone
plant and the old radar station,
Great Lakes Carbon Corp. ne
stalled a weighing and cleaning
station for loaded trucks, includ-
ing a 100,000-gallon water stor-
age tank.

The water system to supply
the operation is in itself a con-
siderable project,

Over a mile of pipe was la(d
leading to the storage tank and
on past this to the deposit site.
Frequent sprinkling with water
over the working area of the
depesit will be carried on. Af-
ter leaving the deposit, a truck
loaded with diatomite will stop
at the “truck shower” station
where by means of an ingenioua
automatic spray all diatomita
will be washed from the body
and running gear, Top of the
Auck will be tightly closed with
a canvas cover,

Tank Installed

The large storage tank was

installed so that water can be

A QUEEN’S DREAM , , . Actor Jack Palance’shows Shirlee
Garner, “Miss Torrance” runner up, set of “The Silver
Chalice,” now belng fllmed at Warner Bros, Miss Garner
1s making screen tests for the studio,

——————————,

OPERATION DIATOMITE . . . Above Is low:level airplane view of the Great Lakes Carbon
Corp, diatomite deposit on Radar Hill, where stripping of top soll and overburden prepara-
tory to removing the diatomite began this month. Operation started near the clump of trees,
which is actually higher than the hills in the background although the angle of the photo-
graph makes it appear lower. Diatomite will be processed at the Dicalite mill near Walteria,

drawn from it during the work-
ing day with a minimum com
ing directly from the public
supply mains, This is to pre-
vent lowered pressure for home
_|supply, Harris said. Stovage in
|the water tank will be replen:|

City Adopfs New et e
Tax Ordinance

shrubs to screen the deposit site
is completed, The planting is in

A city ordinance which rais
Torrance taxes 3% cents we

Highway Patrol o Check
'Slow Poke' Drivers, Too

‘ ’l‘ho familiar black and white|—

Deadline for

Registration
Set Tonight

Today is the deadline to reg.
ister to vote in the special elec.
tion on Oct, 19 for a new civic
center and swimming pool, City
Clerk A, H. Bartlett announced
Monday.

tomobiles of the California
Highway Patrol will be in evi
dence more than ever over the
coming Labor Day holiday, ac-
cording to B, R, Caldwell, High-
way Patrol Commissioner, who
emphasized that orders to pa-
trolmen deal particularly with

“la band approximately 150 feet
wide and completely surrounds
the deposit site,

Facilities Completa

Voters may call the City Hall
5 of the Regls.
located closest

partrgent and vecreation depart:
ment improvements voted by
Torrance voters last spring, The
city was able to expand its
services without adding to the

further than originally planned,”

know from experience there will
he sald, “We want to be a guud\

be heavy traffic as people take
thely last vacation trip§ and we
will be prepared for them,

to find the addr
trar of Voters
to their homes.

The special election has been

neighbor besides meeting abliga.|
when

tions assumed our per:

‘{variance was granted.

‘ﬂpp('ﬂl from the Council's ap-
{|proval of the variance would be

‘Vandals Show Culiure

A legal action seeking to set
aside action of the City Council
and City Planning Commission
in approving a varfance for a
mortuary at Engracia and Cra-
vens has been filed in Sunerior
Court, it was learned hera this
weels,

Mayor Nickolas O, Drale was
served with notice of the suit
this week, according to City
Attorney James M. Hall,

In the action, fited by Attor-
ney Jack Stearnsg of Manhattan
Beach, the city’is directed to
comply with Ordinance 612 or to
show cause why it should not
be required to comply.

No hearing date for the mat.
ter hay Baen set.

Hearings Lengthy

Approval of the application of
Henry Halverson for a varlance
to permit construction of a mor-
tuary .on the southwest corner
of the Cravens-Engracia inter-
section was granted recantly fol-
lowing a drawn-out series of
hearings and delays to the con-
troversial subject,

Attorney Stearns, who repre-
sented Harry Massie and Earl
Miller at that time, protested
the variance under provisions of
Ordinance 612 by saying the
city had failed to establish le-
gal ownership of the property,
that the applicant had failed to
cstablish that there are special
conditions which apply to the
property, that the Planning Com-
mission had failed to find that
the variance was necessary to
protect a valuable property, that
it had not been shown that the
variance would not damage ad-
Jjoining property, that the ap-
plication for variance, does not
set forth in detail facts which
would justify granting of such
variance, and that no evidence
had been offered to show that
the applicant could proceed with
the proposed construction if the

Stearns said earlier that any

based on th oh](-cllnns

A pair of young vandals
showed that they have culture in
their souls when they broke in-
to the Fern Ave. School Friday.

The youths brewed themselves
a pot of tea and ate Graham
crackers In the basement after

“We've saved thelr hides sev-
eral times,® Councilman Blount
sald Tuesday, He explained that
the Torrance Fire Department
had made several trips into the
area to assist in fighting threat-
ening fires and that sometimes
the entry to Palos Verdes was
made difficult by traffic on the
one or two roads which are open
into the area.

“I know how we could solve
thig thing real quick,” Blount
said, “We could barricade Palos
Verdes Blvd, Hawthorne Ave,
and Crenshaw and make the Pa-
los, Verdes residents go through
San Pedro to get out of there.
That would only take about 48
hours,” he added,

At the same time Blount mow-
ed to send a letter to Palos Ver-
des asking them to cooperate
with Torrance in opening some
of the streets; he suggested
that a similar letter be sent
to Redondo protesting their bar-
ricade stuck up across Palos
Verdes Blvd, which is a secon-
dary major highway in the
county’s master plan of streets.
The letters were ordered by
unanimous vote of the Couneil

How Torrance
Schools Meet
Needs Told

*“Torrange Meets ‘School
Needs,” an article authored by
R. L Plomert Jr., past president
of the local Chamber of Com-
merce and manager of General
Petroleum Corp.’s property tax
department, appears in this
month's 1ssue of The Tax Digest,
published by the California Tax-
payer's Assn, Inc,

Major portion of the article
deals with the building and
finance program within the Tor-
rance School Distgict, showing
how education and industry plan
together, The planning policy of
the Board of Education for eon-
struction of new school bulld
ings s outlined in full,

Also spotlighted are the estab
lishment of the Torrance School
System, formation of the Tor
rance Educational Adyvisory Com.
mitee, and the tremendous pop-
ulation growth necessitating the

using and carefully replacing an
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